PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

        SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH     
                                                                                   Petition No.12 of  2011

                                                                                         Date of hearing: 19.4.2011

                                                                                         Date of Order: 28.04.2011
In the matter of:
Petition  under Reg. 31 of PSERC Open Access Regulations 2005, read with Section 42 of the Electricity Act 2003 for issuing directions to the respondents to grant permission and ‘No Objection Certificate’ (NOC) / standing clearance to the  petitioner for purchase of power under short term open access and renew the agreement for open access as per provisions of PSERC (Open Access) Regulations 2005 amended up to date and further for taking necessary action against the respondents under section 142 of the Electricity Act 2003.


 

AND

In the matter of:       
Shree Ganesh Alloys, Village Tooran, Amloh Road, Mandi Gobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib through Shri D.K.Mehta.




VERSUS

1.     Punjab State Transmission Corporation Limited 

2.      Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

 3.        Chief Engineer(Open Access), State Load Despatch Centre, Punjab State Transmission Corporation Limited, Ablowal, Patiala.

Present:      

Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            

Shri Virinder Singh, Member     





Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member

For petitioners:           Shri Tajender K.Joshi, Advocate  
For PSPCL:

Shri J.S.Pabla, CE/PP & R



Shri Ravinder Gautam, SE/TR-II




Shri Deepak Gautam, Sr.XEN/TR-5
For PSTCL:

Shri Sunil Puri, SE/OA



Shri Anil Gupta, Addl.S.E./OA

ORDER

This petition has been filed by Shree Ganesh Alloys with the prayer that the respondents may be directed to grant permission  and ‘No Objection Certificate’ (NOC) /standing clearance to it for purchase of power under short term open access and to renew the agreement already entered into with it as per PSERC Open Access Regulations 2005 (Open Access Regulations). The respondents in this petition are Punjab State Transmission Corporation Limited (PSTCL),   Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) and Chief Engineer(S.L.D.C.), PSTCL.  It is stated in the petition that the petitioner is being fed through 11 KV PK Feeder Line and there is one more consumer namely P.K.Alloys on that feeder. It is stated that the petitioner had been granted open access facility for  the period ending 14.1.2011 and that on 6.1.2011 the petitioner applied to respondent No.3 alongwith necessary documents for renewal of the agreement for purchase of 2.2 MW electricity under open access as per the provisions of Open Access Regulations. It is stated that vide letter dated 21.1.2011 the respondent No.3 informed the petitioner that the application of the petitioner for renewal of open access  had been forwarded to PSPCL for its consent and Dy. Chief Engineer/P&R PSPCL vide letter dated 19.1.2011 intimated that as the petitioner was getting supply from the feeder having more than one consumer, therefore open access could not be granted as per current policy being followed by PSPCL. It is stated that earlier the petitioner was getting electricity under the open access policy and no circumstances have changed for denying open access to the petitioner. It is also stated that another consumer on the feeder who is also consumer of the same category is getting electricity supply under open access. It is stated that by denying facility to the petitioner it amounts to discrimination. It is prayed in the petition that the respondents may be directed to grant permission to the petitioners for getting electricity under Open Access as per Open Access Regulations. Notice was issued to the respondents.

PSPCL filed reply to the petition stating therein that renewal of open access agreement was denied in view of denial of consent by PSPCL.  PSPCL has also filed reply stating therein that in the order dated 12.10.2010 passed in Petition No.40 of 2010 the Commission had directed that  earlier procedure would remain in force for obtaining open access by the consumers. PSPCL has further stated that the earlier procedure formulated by the erstwhile PSEB provided that individual feeders are to be preferred for grant of open access and that it was essential for security of the grid that open access is allowed discreetly. PSPCL has prayed that the prayer of the petitioner is liable to be rejected.

Arguments have been heard. The parties have reiterated the pleas raised by them in their pleadings. The Commission notes that there is no provision in the Open Access Regulations that the consumer should be fed through an independent feeder for availing short term open access. The respondents have also not been able to point out any insecurity to the grid in allowing open access to the petitioners. In view of this, the  petition is allowed and the respondents are directed to grant permission to the petitioners for getting electricity under open access as per Open Access Regulations.
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